1TSSM

Creating VCE Success

UMMARY NOTES

E X
v the D’Urbervilles”

Text guide by: Peter Pidduck

© TSSM 2006 Page | of 37



Copyright © TSSM 2006

TSSM
ACN 099 422 670

ABN 54 099 422 670
A: Level 14, 474 Flinder:
T: 1300134518
F: 03 97084354
W: tssm.com.
E: info@t

© TSSM 2006 Page 2 of 37


mailto:info@tssm.com.au

CONTENTS

Areas of Study Chapter Topics Covered
Chapter 1- Genre -
Chapter 2- Structure -
3.1 Victorian Era
"2 Victorian Class Structure
Chapter 3- Historical Issues Victorian Agricultural Practice
ictori ligion and Religious
winism and Social
Chapter 4- Style
Chapter 5- Backgrour
he first: The Maiden
6.2 Phase the second:
Maiden No More
6.3 Phase the third: The Rally
Area of study 1- 6.4 Phase the fourth:
Reading and the study mm The Consequence
of texts 6.5 Phase the fifth:

The Woman Pays
6.6 Phase the sixth: The Convert
6.7 Phase the seventh:
The Fulfillment

Chapter 7- Character Profiles

7.1 Tess
7.2 Angel
7.3 Alec D’Urberville
7.4 Mr. John Durbeyfield
7.5 Mrs. Joan Durbeyfield
7.6 Mrs. D’Urberville
7.7 Marian
7.8 Retty Priddle
7.9 1zz Huett
7.10 Reverend Clare
7.11 Mrs. Clare
7.12 Reverend Felix Clare
7.13 Reverend Cuthbert
7.14 Liza Lu
7.15 Sorrow

© TSSM 2006

Page 3 of 37




7.16 The Queen of Spades
7.17 Mercy Chant
7.18 Farmer Groby

8.1 The phases of Tess
8.2 Religious Belief, Justice and
Chapter 8- Themes and Issues Goodness
.3 Fate and Coincidence

.1 Sample Part 1 Questions

Chapter 9- Sample Essay Questions 9.2 Sample Part 2 Questions

Chapter 10- Final Exam Tips

© TSSM 2006 Page 4 of 37



AREA 1:
READING & THE STUDY OF TEXTS:
TESS OF THE D’URBERVILLES

Chapter 1
GENRE

Tess of the D'Urbervilles (1891) is a Victorian novel best de

love story. The underlying theme of Hardy's novels, to WhICh i i gle of
humans against the indifferent forces that rule the w I d ironies of
life and love. Hardy's novels are certainly moro though the pages do
feature a great deal of comedy, especially in their'depicti ‘ i I communities that
feature so heavily. Another key ingredienig Vi i of the natural world
often used to symbolic effect, asitisin T orian tradition, having a
generic preoccupation with diverging relig i [ social class and morality, and the impact of
industrialisation and modern business on th adeed, a character like Angel Clare can

only come from a Victorian noygl: hi idi i empt to transcend the attitudes of his
hese values that he so shallowly

, Hardy's bleakness and emotional
ife could allow his novels to be viewed as
twentieth century, indeed, Hardy is often
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Chapter 2
STRUCTURE

Integrated within the novel’s structure is a manipulation of setting to complement the mood of the scene
Hardy is depicting. That is not to say that he merely symbolises the mood through the landscape, but that
he manages to ensure that the landscape provides another perspective on the events of the novel.

The novel is divided into 58 Chapters, which appear within seven secti
Reading the titles of the phases gives the reader an externalised and
experiences are divided into neat sections to render her life rigidly de

t Hardy calls Phases.
rendition of Tess's life: her
by thesegvents, as though her

life were a linear argument for inexorable fate. Hardy does this to emph ic view of life
where one choice linearly leads to a consequence, so that ea dowy foreboding of a
future end.

The first phase, entitled '‘Maiden’, examines Tess befe i es in the

rustic environs of the tame, mild Vale of Black n No More', set
in the wilder desolation of The Chase, emphasise S sition once she has
been seduced- she can no longer be what s i i ath knell to virginity

ominously entitled "The Conseq
to in the title does ngionly refer to they nce of Angel embracing Tess, which

past. Once Tess con ‘ i i d, and the fifth phase called 'The Woman Pays',
ts how a vindictive fate makes Tess pay for her past

ruel parallel to the first phase when Alec initially seduces Tess. 'The
liscovery of faith, is clearly ironic, because Alec’s infatuation with Tess
pstrates that this penitent had not in reality converted at all. There is a
ause like Alec she attempted to convert and live her life differently, but
avoid repeating her fall from grace, she eventually succumbs, and her
eeting as Alec’s. Hardy forces his readers to recognise that Tess may exhibit
ss of ‘Phase the First’ has a continuity with the Tess of the ‘Phase the Sixth’.

that causes
parallel to be drawn with
despite her apparent resolv
conversion is in this w
different phases, but

The seventh phase, 'Fulfilment’, captures Tess's final expurgation of her sin (or at least a psychological
expurgation that frees her of her guilt). There is an end to Tess’s struggle-filled life: she can find
‘fulfilment’ through the liberating sacrifice of consummating her true love regardless of the moral
considerations, and she can finally rid herself of the guilt that has weighed down her life on the fittingly
spiritual grounds of Stonehenge. By killing Alec, Tess has no more to suffer - she gives up the struggle
and is free to reclaim her life, albeit short lived. Of course, the title of 'fulfilment' could also refer to her
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reaping the judgment enacted upon her by the world of men and gods, in the tradition captured in the
maxim ‘the rewards of sin is death; although Hardy is clearly being ironic here: Tess’s end is tragic, but
her final moments depicted in the novel are the most life-fulfilling and happiest of her life.
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